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About the composer

Ross Fishman is a music educator, composer, and arranger from
Plymouth, Minnesota. He received his Bachelor's degree in Music
Education with a choral emphasis from the University of Kansas in
Lawrence. Ross currently teaches middle school choir in Minnesota
and has previously taught at international schools in Israel and China.
With a strong background in Jewish music, Ross is committed to
creating new Hebrew choral literature that can engage and inspire
students, teachers, and audiences of all cultures.

Composer notes

The Hebrew text was written by Rabbi Hillel (1st century BCE) who is known as one the most
important teachers of Jewish ethics and morality. Many of his teachings are found in the book,
Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers), and have been adopted cross-culturally as essential tenets of
morality.

Each line of text in “Im Ein Ani Li” is presented as a different
with a chant-like repetition to express the importance of

eme. The singing begins
Ang own sense of self. The
h caring for others, all while
avoiding delay when taking action. While preparin o, the director is encouraged to guide
the singers in a discussion of their interpretatio

Translation

Imeinani li, mi li? IfI notgor myself, who will be for me?
Uch’she ani I’atsmi, ma ani?  1f 1 y fgg myself, what am I?

Im lo achshav, eimatai? if , when?

Pronunciation gui

Pronounce as in Englis hese guidelines in mind.

Hebrew example Vowels

Ma a as in “father”

Im iasin “meet”

Ein ei as in “cane”

Uch’-she u as in “zoo”

Lo 0 as in “echo” (open Latin “0” - no diphthong)

L’-ats-mi > as in “believe” (use schwa vowel)
Consonant

Ach-shav ch as in the name “Bach”, but somewhat softer
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