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About the music

Despite the populanty of The Drunken Sailor, little is known definitively of the origin of this famous sea
chanty. The song most likely comes from early nineteenth-century England or Amernica, and while there is
some evidence suggesting that it was used by crews 1o accompany vanous tasks on sailing ships, it seems
ey have been especially popular with mainstream awdiences during the twentieth century, perhaps providing
a somewhat romanticized notion of life on the ocean. Drawing on the improvisational, call-and-response
structure typical to the traditional work song, there are many vanations of the text, all of which answer the
question “What shall we do with a drunken salor? with numerous means of rousing or disciplining him.

This piece should be sung with a full, robust, and strong sound., Diction should be clear and natural, and
overly cnsp final consonants should be avoided. The verse passages (m2%9, m37, m55, ma3, 107, ml15)
may be performed by a soloist, a group of allernating solmsts, or a small ensemble singing in umison, the
goal being o provide textural and dynamic contrasts,

Listen to a recording at SBMP.com.

About the arranger

Stuart P O'Neil (b, 1969) has taught vocal and instrumental music for Kansas public schools since 19493,
He received a Bachelor of Music Education from the Umiversity of Nebraska and a Master of Music
Theory from the University of Kansas, In addition to his work as a teacher and composer, Mr O'Neil also
serves as an ammanger, accompanist, adjudicator, and conductor He currently lives in Lawrence, K5, with
s Tamily
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