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About the composer

Blake Henson has been praised for his music that Gramophone
Magazine says "moves from soothing sentiments to more exultant
territory with exceptional harmonic vibrancy; it casts a spell that must
be even more thrilling when heard in live performance,” and the New
Jersey Star-Ledger called "powerful and thoughtful at the same time."

A native of Fort Worth, Texas, Dr. Henson holds bachelor's and master's
degrees in music theory and composition from Westminster Choir
College in Princeton, New Jersey, as well as the degree Doctor of
Musical Arts in composition from The Ohio State University. He has
received numerous commissions from colleges and high schools,
churches, community choruses and orchestras, and professional ensembles, including
Chanticleer, Westminster Choir, Kantorei, Williamson Voices, Anam Cara, Masterwork Chorus
and Orchestra, The Thomas Circle Singers, and Verdigris Ensemble. His music has been
performed in some of the finest venues in the United States including Carnegie Hall, The
National Cathedral, and Spivey Hall; as well as in concert halls in sixteen countries. His choral
works have been performed at ACDA National Conventions as vgell as by numerous All-State
choirs. He is the co-author of The Composer’s Craft: a practical guideNr students and teachers, From
Words to Music: a practical guide for students and teachers, and Th et ’s Guide to Arranging.

Composer notes

In January of 2020, a friend asked me to composga
was asked to choose as inspiration someone whege
but may have been an inspiration along my owWj
great deal from the many thoughtful and ixgglli

tor ggconcert honoring wise people. I
d deeds were not only significant,
y¥While I have always tried to learn a
indiViduals whose paths I've been fortunate
who appeared on my television set nearly
every day when I was a child, delivgling gtessages of honesty, friendship, kindness, and love:
Fred Rogers. For a text, I reached gut uster, with whom I have been friends for twenty

lectures together, and I kno id O Fred Rogers meant more than him. Jerry wrote a
text, I sketched out a few & deas then the COVID-19 pandemic put the concert for which

never be completed unt riend Phllhp Swann heard me talkmg about the piece and insisted
I finish it, not for him or {ORgis singers, but for Fred Rogers himself and all the children whose

lives were immeasurably touched by his kindness and grace.

I am thankful to have such wonderful friends. It's a good feeling.

-Blake
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recording and rehearsal tracks available at SBMP.COM



Commissioned by New Voices, Dr. Phillip A. Swann, conductor,
and dedicated to Fred Rogers

SBMP1729

Music by

Blake R. Henson (b. 1983)
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