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century Ukrainian composer Stefania Turkevych, the Estonian Singing Revolution, and 
the impact of music on morale among Ukrainian refugees.
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Text / Translation
Ой у лузі червона калина похилилася,
Чогось наша славна Україна зажурилася.
А ми тую червону калину підіймемо,
А ми нашу славну Україну, гей-гей, розвеселимо!

Oh, in the meadow, the red kalyna has bent low,
For some reason, our glorious Ukraine has become sorrowful.
So we'll take that red kalyna, and we will raise it up,
And, hey-hey, we shall gladden our glorious Ukraine!

Pronunciation
I have transliterated the text from the original Cyrillic to be immediately readable. All 
vowels and consonants should be pronounced as written. The “и” sound tends to be the 
most difficult for English speakers; I have transliterated it as “ee,” but it is produced 
further back in the mouth—almost in the throat.

Program Notes
I learned this piece directly from Ukrainian refugees while working as a musicologist 
and humanitarian in Poland shortly after the onset of the Ukrainian war. The red kalyna 
is a Ukrainian shrub that is extremely resilient; when trampled, it always rises again. 
Since “Chervona Kalyna” was first published in 1875, it has become a powerful rallying 
cry against oppression. Like the red kalyna and Ukraine itself, this song has risen again 
and again at various points throughout Ukrainian history. In refugee centers in Poland, 
everyone knew it by heart, from the youngest children to the oldest grandparents. Since 
BoomBox singer Andriy Khlyvnyuk posted an a cappella version from the war front, 
hundreds of covers have proliferated across the internet. To capture the spirit of the 
song, imagine a room full of misty-eyed Ukrainians who have just left an entire life 
behind gathering around a piano and punching the air with pride each time they sing, 
“Hey, hey! We shall gladden our glorious Ukraine!”
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