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Arirang (Mother of Mine) 

오병희
by Byunghee Oh

아리랑, 아리랑, 아라리요.
아리랑 고개로 넘어간다.

울 어머니 야위신 손등과 발등 위에,
그 모든 슬픔, 그 모든 아픔 그 사랑 새겨있네.

간절히 간절히 매일 밤 눈물로 기도하시는 내 어머니.
아름다운 어머니.

말할 수 없는 어머니 은혜, 그 사랑 한이 없다.
아름다운 나의 사랑, 내 어머니.
아리랑 고개로 넘어간다.
아름다운 나의 어머니, 

사랑해요.

Arirang, Arirang, Arariyo.
Crossing over to the Arirang pass.

Engraved on the thin skin on the back of my mother's hands
and thin skin on the top of her feet,

is all the sorrow, all the pain, and all the love.
My mother prays with earnest tears for me every night.

Beautiful mother.

Indescribable mother’s grace, your love is boundless.
My beautiful love, my mother.

Crossing over to the Arirang pass.
My beautiful mother,

I love you.



About the composer
Byunghee Oh (오병희) (b.1975) is a highly sought-after 
Korean composer and clinician. Well known for her virtuosity 
and wide variety of compositional styles, her works have 
been commissioned and performed by numerous Korean 
professional choirs and in many parts of Asia and Europe. Her 
compositions have been performed at regional and National 
American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) conferences 
and World Symposium on Choral Music (WSCM).

In 2022, Ms. Oh was awarded the "Pure Culture Grand Prize in Classical Music" at the 
10th Korean Wave Awards. She also served as the resident composer for the National 
Chorus of Korea from 2018 to 2021.  She teaches at the Korea Choral Composition 
Academy and has served as composer-in-residence since 2007 for the Yoon Hak Won 
Chorale. 

She holds bachelor's and master's degrees in composition from Hanyang University in 
Seoul, Korea. 

About the music 
Written in Korean, "Arirang" is  an original composition, not an arrangement of the 
familiar tune. The exact meaning of "Arirang"  in Korean is unknown, and several 
interpretations exist. One interpretation of this word is that "Ari" means "beautiful" and 
"rang" means "a loved one". 

For the composer, the most beautiful person she has ever met is her mother. Her 
mother's sacrifice and prayers made Ms. Oh who she is today. Even though her mother 
is becoming old and weak, her mother still prays for her every day. Ms. Oh’s love for her 
mother grows deeper as wrinkles grow on the back of the skin of her mother's hands.  

"Arirang"  is sung initially and recurs throughout the piece to depict her mother's 
"beautiful love." The music is in two parts: the first describes Ms. Oh's mother (from the 
beginning through measure 52), and the second part (after measure 53 to the end), 
where Ms. Oh expresses her love for her mother. This love is emphasized and 
augmented by transposing from Ab to Db to C Major. The music ends with the most 
powerful and meaningful word, "I love you." 
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