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About the composer

Larry Shackley [b.1956] is a full-time composer from
Chapin, SC. From 1995-2007, he taught and directed
the music program at Columbia International
University in Columbia, SC. Prior to that, he
worked for several years creating original music
and producing radio programs for the Moody
Broadcasting Network in Chicago.

As an undergraduate, he studied composition with
Samuel Adler, Warren Benson and Joseph
Schwantner at the Eastman School of Music. Mr.
Shackley returned to school in the 1990s, earning his
Master in Music and Doctor of Musical Arts degrees in composition from the University
of South Carolina. His master’s thesis, a concerto for English Horn, received its
premiere performance in 2006 at the annual convention of the International Double
Reed Society. His wind ensemble piece Castlerigg Stone Circle was premiered by the
Carolina Wind Symphony in 2013.

Composer of over thirty scores for films, videotapes, and radio dramas, Mr. Shackley is
also an active studio musician, arranger, and orchestrator. Over the past several years,
he has devoted most of his composing to music for the church, writing over 700
keyboard arrangements and 375 choral pieces for a variety of publishers. He has won
several composing awards from ASCAP, and has received commissions from churches,
schools, soloists, and community choirs across America.

Shackley most recently served as a choral and keyboard editor for The Lorenz
Corporation, and edited their piano and choral magazines The Church Pianist,
Keyboard Worship and Praise, The Volunteer Choir and The SAB Choir. He also serves
as staff pianist at Riverland Hills Baptist Church in Irmo, SC.

Larry Shackley and his wife, Joni, have four adult children and six grandchildren.
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The Food of Love

If music be the food of love,
Sing on till I am fill'd with joy;

For then my list'ning soul you move
To pleasures that can never cloy.
Your eyes, your mien, your tongue declare
That you are music ev'rywhere.
Pleasures invade both eye and ear,

So fierce the transports are, they wound,
And all my senses feasted are,

Tho’ yet the treat is only sound,
Sure I must perish by your charms,
Unless you save me in your arms.

Henry Heveningham (1651-1700)
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