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About the composer

Matt Carlson (b. 1991) is an engaging and energetic
conductor, teacher, composer, and vocalist. He taught
in the Pennsylvania public schools for eleven years
and has conducted choirs from elementary through
college ages. He draws on this experience to compose
works that are both musically enriching and accessible to singers of all ability
levels. His music has been commissioned by school, community, and collegiate
choirs and programmed for choral festivals across the nation.

Website: mattcarlson.co

Composer Notes

We've Only Just Begun was inspired by the singers of Gettysburg Children's
Choir, and their reflections on why singing in a choir is so important. Students
value the bond that they form with each other through singing. They feel a deep
sense of belonging with both their peers and their audience, and they appreciate
the opportunity to use music to connect with other people and cultures. Core
values of empathy, diversity, and social justice also emerged from their words.
As one student wrote, "what we're singing isn't just a pretty song. It's an
important message." Students in this choir use their voices to make positive
change in our world. This piece is dedicated to them, to all that they have done,
and all that they will do. They have only just begun.
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