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About the composer

Hye-Young Cho (53] %) (b. 1969) is one of South Korea's
leading composers, renowned for her choral works, many of
which have been performed by nearly every choir in the
country. In 2014, she was commissioned to compose Te Deum

for the opening concert of the World Symposium on Choral
Music (WSCM) in Seoul.

Cho is currently the resident composer for the Incheon City Chorale and has held similar
roles with the Ansan City Choir and the National Chorus of Korea. She serves as the
president of the Korean Choral Composition Association (KCCA) and has taught
composition at Hanyang University, Konkuk University, and Kangwon National
University. Cho earned both her bachelor's and master's degrees in composition from
Hanyang University in Seoul.

About the poem

One of Korea's most beloved poets Sowol Kim's (1902-1934) “Guhm-Jan-Dee” (Golden
Field, poem written in 1925) combines the tragic sadness of losing a loved one who has
passed away with the vibrant vitality of spring, making us feel even more sorrowful.
This piece contrasts the latter half of the traditional Korean Jung-mo-ri rhythm (a
traditional Korean vocal music style popular during The Joseon Dynasty), which
expresses sorrow with a melody in the style of a traditional Korean Jeong-ga and
expresses the two-faced emotions of the poem. The four-hand piano accompaniment
and the melodies of the flute (or traditional Korean Daegeum) and oboe (or traditional
Korean Piri), which give a pastoral feeling, add to the pictorial and folk-like expression
of this poem.
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Golden Field
(Guhm-Jan-Dee)
w1kt

poem by

729

Sowol Kim
(1902-1934)
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Golden Field

A fire burning all over the deep land
Golden field by my beloved’s grave.

Spring is here, spring sunshine is here,
on the willow tops and branches.

Spring sunshine is here, Spring day is here,
on the deep land and on the golden field.
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