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About the composer

Dr. Michael S. Bryson (b. 1975) loves to create music that
resonates with performers and listeners alike. While deriving
great satisfaction from making well-crafted works of beauty, he
experiences equal amounts of joy from forming community
with the performers and audience.

Michael is an award-winning composer of instrumental
concert works, choral music, and congregational hymns. He
has written works for the South Carolina Music Teachers
Association and the West Valley Youth Orchestra, among others. His music is published with
Shawnee Press, Beckenhorst Press, Hope Publishing, and Lorenz, Inc.

In addition to composing, Michael runs the Bryson Music Studio that offers piano,
composition, and theory instruction to students of all ages and levels. Prior to this, he served
as the Music Department Chair at International Baptist College and Seminary and as the
Associate Conductor of Choral Studies at Valley Christian High School.

Michael S. Bryson earned a Bachelor’s degree in piano from California State University, East
Bay, a Master’s degree in church music (composition and choral conducting) from Bob Jones
University, and a DMA in composition from the University of Houston's Moores School of
Music. His composition teachers include Rob Smith, Marcus Maroney, Dwight Gustafson,
and Joan Pinkston.

Michael and his wife Marea reside in Chandler, Arizona, and have three amazing children:
Lucas, Hayleigh, and Ian.

Website: michaelsbryson.com

Translation Percussion Note
Swabhili Feel free to augment the percussion
Mwanga mkali aita. The bright light calls. part with other instruments or ad lib
Kila mwanzo ni mzito.  All beginning is difficult. the written conga drum part.
Tumaini hadi mwisho.  Keep hoping until the end.
Umoja ni nguvu. Unity is strength.
Latin - Ranges
Vade ad astra. Reach for the stars. #33:*3 I
165) . I
Pronunciation guide - LG
. . =) L
Mwanga mkali aita. ~ : P —

mwah-NGAH m-KAH-lee AH-ee-tah

Kila mwanzo ni mzito.
KEE-lah mwahn-ZOH nee m-ZEE-toh

Tumaini hadi mwisho.
too-MAH-ee-nee HAH-dee m-WEE-shoh

Umoja ni nguvu.
00-MOH-jah nee NG-GOO-voo

Vade ad astra. recording and rehearsal tracks
VAH-deh ahd AH-strah available at sbmp.com
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SBMP1870 A Winning Composition in the Phoenix Boys Choir
2023 New Works Rising Choral Composition Competition

Herbert Washington, artistic director

Mwanga Mkali Aita
The Bright Light Calls

Swahili proverbs
Additional lyrics by M.S.B.

Michael S. Bryson

Exuberantly J=c. 138

mp
f) u | I | | N A\ |
T /) /3
A\, i — 3 1 = = —
.8) Mwa-ngamka - li a - i - ta.
»p - mp L
N # Z © -— = 1 . = = 1 . |
B .
E=— i ! — - I e = 1
N \ —_ 7 \ \ —_—7 7 \
Mwa-ngamka - li a - i -ta Mwa-ngamka - i a - i - ta
fH &
y—a - = - =
[fanY LU /B /1
oJ
rehearsal .
N (5= 7= == * e 2 =
= i
[

o) I , | A A I

A T : K T K - T i — I |

G a— ——h ——— | e . =

— —
)—=2 e e e e e e F;:

DN _ J7 | g e e g
1 ot h‘JP ot ot ot

T | T | T | | ] | ] |

T 4 T 4 T T T 4 T 4 I f

S S

*Optional: Start with two-measure introduction by percussion.
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