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About the arranger

Nolawi "Noly" Araya (b.1995) is a Charlotte,
North Carolina native. He holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Music Education from East Carolina
University. During his undergraduate studies, he
sang with the prestigious ECU Chamber Singers,
performed with the ECU Opera Theatre, and
studied voice with Dr. Jami Rhodes-Galloway. After earning h1s degree,
he spent six years teaching middle school chorus in Rock Hill, South
Carolina. Following his time in the classroom, he began actively
composing in the fall of 2023. Nolawi is passionate about writing music
that conductors, singers, and audience members alike can connect with
and enjoy.

About the text

I Can't Stay Behind originated from Slave Songs of the United States
edited by William Francis Allen, Charles Pickard Ware, and Lucky
McKim Garrison. This book is a collection of 136 religious and secular
songs of enslaved African Americans.
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