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About the composer

Bryan Sable is a professional musician, composer, and educator
based in the greater Pittsburgh area. He holds a B.A. in Music
Education (cum laude) from West Liberty State College, where
he studied piano with David Zapka and composition with Dr.
Kenneth Mahy. Bryan also holds a M.Ed. in Administration,
from California University of Pennsylvania.

An experienced performer and conductor, Bryan was a member of the Professional Core of
The Mendelssohn Choir of Pittsburgh for four years and served as Assistant Conductor of
the Junior Mendelssohn Choir of Pittsburgh for five. He is an active recitalist, guest
conductor, and collaborative artist throughout southwestern Pennsylvania, northern West
Virginia, and eastern Ohio.

Bryan is currently the Choral Director at North Allegheny Intermediate High School, where he
leads a dynamic choral program. His previous teaching experience includes music instruction
at City Charter High School and across Ohio County Schools (WV), working with students at
the elementary and middle school levels in vocal, instrumental, and general music.

In addition to his work in education, Bryan is the Music Director at Coraopolis United
Methodist Church, where he conducts the Chancel Choir, Mary K. Kennedy Women’s
Chorale, Robert E. Harper Men’s Chorus, and handbell ensemble.

A passionate and versatile musician, Bryan serves as accompanist for the Pittsburgh Concert
Chorale, performing a wide range of repertoire from jazz and pops to classical and
contemporary works.

Composer notes

Approach “The River” with a contemporary choral tone shaped by folk and Broadway
influences—clear text, forward resonance, and emotion that feels raw yet controlled. Sing
boldly and without hesitation, allowing the narrative to rise in intensity from the opening
lines through each chorus. Even when vocal lines contrast and overlap, shape vowels,
releases, and dynamic pacing so the texture feels unified and interwoven rather than
competing with each other. Treat the repeated questions (“Who will speak for me/you?”) as
direct appeals, delivered with firm clarity and intention.

The work should build steadily toward the climax at “So go ahead and build your walls,”
using resonance, articulation, and ensemble energy to heighten dramatic impact without
oversinging. Save enough power for the final chorus so it lands with confidence, purpose,
and collective strength. The closing line—“Will you speak for me?”—should carry both
vulnerability and resolve, leaving the audience with a sense of shared responsibility and
unshakable solidarity.
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