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About the composer

Hye-Young Cho (£=314%) (b. 1969) is considered one of the
leading composers in South Korea. Her works have been
performed in almost every choir and commissioned by most
major professional choirs in South Korea. Notably, she was
commissioned to write Te Deum for the opening concert of
the World Symposium on Choral Music (WSCM) held in
Seoul, Korea (2014).

She has also been the resident composer for the Incheon City Chorale, Ansan City Choir
and National Chorus of Korea. She served as the president of the Korean Choral
Composition Association (KCCA) and has taught at Hanyang University, Konkuk
University, and Kangwon National University. She received bachelor's and master's
degrees in composition at Hanyang University in Seoul, Korea.

About the Poet and the Work

Jae-sam Park (¥}A14}) (1933-1997) carries forward the classical lineage of modern
Korean poetry through his delicate lyricism and deep sense of traditional sentiment. By
shaping nature and human life through the aesthetic of han—a distinctly Korean sense
of quiet sorrow and endurance—he is regarded as one of the leading lyric poets of late
twentieth-century Korea. His poetry reveals profound emotion through restraint,
silence, and poetic space rather than overt expression.

This choral work is based on Jae-Sam Park’s poem "The Silent Coming of the Spring "
and explores its central paradox: spring arrives without sound, yet reveals itself through
radiant light. Opening with wordless humming and a piano introduction that unfolds
the poem’s imagery, the music embodies the idea of wordlessness. While the work
unfolds with quiet restraint, it gradually builds to a contrasting climax that illuminates
the quiet yet powerful life force of spring, capturing the mystery of transformation that
occurs without proclamation.
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Music by Hye-Young Cho

The Silent Coming of the Spring

Poem by Jae-Sam Park
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The Silent Coming of the Spring
R A
by Jae-Sam Park (1933-1997)

To speak at all—
is it not something to feel shy about
before heaven and earth?

What is true
remains, simply, in silence,
with not a trace of fuss.
By speaking well,
things may seem plausible at first,
yet after enduring
that endless cold,
spring light has spread everywhere—
and what seems to have

the most to say
is carried through

only as dazzling beauty.

This immense secret,
take time,

and feel it deeply.
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