e Nine Hundred Miles

Traditional American Folk Song
Arr. Philip E. Silvey
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Aboul the song About the arranger

A long-forgolien newsworthy event is thought 1o
have ispared this SONg. The lvncs invite us bo
wisisder, wiheo s :-lngmg Who wrote the letter and
what does it say? Why ore there bears in the
siiger s eves” While leaving the particulars (o our
imaginaticon, the song succeeds v caplunng the
miood and the spint of life on the Amenican ril-
road in the carly twenticth century.

This arrangement was inspired by 6 oreative ans
activity an whach young sangers read ther own
improvised ideas of whal was wntten in the letter.
Many (hanks b Nosma Freeman lor developang
this concepl and allowing me to share it as pan of
this arrangement of a classic Amenican folk song,

I am wilkin® on this track,
I Ve ol Lears in my eyes.
I'm :?m' o read a letigr from my bome,
And if that train mns me nght,
Il be homse Saturday night,
Cawse |'m ning hundred miles from my homs,
And | hate 1o hear that lonesome whistle bow,
that long lonesome tram whistha' down.

Well this train [ nde on
o i humadred coaches long.
Yoou can hear her whislle bow a mallion miles.
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Phalip Salvey (b, 1965) is Associate Professor of Choral Music
Edscation ot Baldwin-Wallace Conservatony where be directs
the Women's Cheir, the Conservatory Owtreach Honors
Chorales, and  teaches undergradissie courses i music
education. Prioe o tus be was Assistant Professor of Choral
Musie Edweation at the University of Maryland and wervoed as
Music Direcior For the soclaimed \T.m.Lurul Boy Choar. He
holds degrees in composition from Houghton ¢ ﬂllcgi.' and the
Pennssivania State University, and o doctorate in masic
education from the University of lllinots. He taught for seven
years in public schools in Michigan where his  choral
cnsembles were honored with invitatsons B0 perform ol stale
conferenees for three seoeessive years, He has sorved as
pucst conduciorn, clinician, and adjudicaton in numerous siales
and directed all-state choruses in both Manyland and Virginea,
His oniginal choral composations and arrangements, published
by Sonta Barbara Musc, have been performed by both
all-state and natsonal honors chomses,

This arrangement is alse available for TTE: SEMP 439
Lizien b complele recordings of both versions af
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