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Blessed be that maid Marie

Traditional English
arr. Jov Sherman
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The pieoe
The test sccompanying Blessed be that maid Marie appeared in Wil-

Vi Ballet's Late Book, published in manusonpt forny in 1594, The
turse appenrs in hammonizsd form in the Dniversity Carol Boaod, o,
by Erik Roatley {1961 ) This anthology cites William Ballet's Lure
fook as the sowrce of the melody; that pitnbution may be incorrect
acconding to Foy Stanley of The Trinity College Libvary in Dubdin,
whene Ballet's lute book i housed. Routley's publication suggests that
thie tume miay be derived from a French tune, Proseiemen leves-vous
e vofant, published in the Ouford Bood of Carols. With s beati-
fudly Mowing, chant-like melodic |ine. the bovely tuse is a refinement

of the rustic fodk carod,
The text

Jow Sherman s Djrcd-.w of Choral Activities al
Seattle University in Seattle, Washington. She
received the MLA, in Choral Conducting from San
Jose Sate University in San Jose, Califomia, and the
DA, in Choral Conducting and Literature from
the University of Colorado a Boulder.

Tran<lation of the Latin
Christus hodic matus esi de virgine
Today Chriss is borei of the Viegm
Im excelsn glora

Crloary im thee Kighesi!

Stellse docti lumine

The text of cach verse carries a different mood making sensitivity o Led by the light of a siar.

textual meaning pansmiount 10 sucosaful performande,

Blessed be that maid Masie, Fare three kings from for ofF land
Bom He was of her body. Incemse, gold, and myrrh in hand
Very God ere time began In Bethlchem ere time began,
Baom in time the Son of MMan. Siclle ducii lumine.

Chnstus hodie Chrisins hodic

Maturs oot de Virgine, Mot et de Virgine.

Swoel and blisslul was the song
Chanted by the nngel throng.
Peace on carth. Allelui.

In excelsis Glonia

Make we mermy on this fest.
In qpus Chstus natus csi,
O thas Chald 1 pray you call,
Ty vl o save s all.

Chnstus odie { hrisdus hodie
Malus o de Virgine. Mot et de Virgine,
ALy

Im g Chiristus natus est
Om which Christ was bom,

Note: assoil is an archaic term meaning 1o absolve
o pandion SwTong doangs,

MNoles on performance

The piece can be effectively performead with the
secompaniment of the percussion instruments
indicated. The addition of a colla parte recorder
cofsort wiould alse be very ellective.
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