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Rain Come Down

With tenderness o =50

words and music by
Shawn Kirchnor
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A note from the composer about the picce
Retlor Coune Derin “came down” during a drive home
o Chicagoe in the rain the day afier the Columbine
High School shooting in April of 1999, [ dentificd
very personally with the shock that everyvone invoelved
was feeling because the previous sprimg my modher
had been murdered by adisturbed young man. At firscl
thoughtof Rain Coure Do asa song forthosedinectly
imvolved inthe Columbine tragedy, bt | lafer realized
it was also my own song. and a song for all of us. In
2002, it won Top Honors in the Uiniversity of Oregon’s
“Waging Peace Through Singing™ choral composition
comtest. The choral version of the picee was onginal ly
pulbished for SATE: following the request of several
chaoirs, this 55A version was created,
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Comie, rmain, come o m, comc, rain. omme daown,
Heaven's tears of mency, come a-runnin” down.

Say no words, it s ton soon, say no words oot o

Bt wrap youwr quiet ams arsund, hide s in your clowd,
Comme wash away this griet and pain,

mnd et all hearis be clean,

Al bring the Fainzst Aow s

tix meet the sormws we have seen,

A lmile loswer tham the angels we wene o Do b,

Yot whach of all the creatures knows ks misery?

Coe, rain, come down, come, rmin. oo down,
Heaven's tears of TMHERCY, OOTIE a-runnin” down.
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About the composer

Shawn Kirchner (b, 1970) is an active composer, performer, and conductor. He is a
professional chorister with the Los Angeles Master Chorale, and has sung in Chicago with the
Oriana  Singers, Chicago Choral Artists, and the Rockefeller Chapel Choir. His
accomplishments as a pianist have incleded work with the Lyric Opera’s Center for American
Artists. He has served as Director of Choral Activities at the University of La Vemne, and
currently iz Minister of Music/Composer-in-Residence at the La Verne (CA) Church of the
Brethren, He has a special interest in American and international folk music, and performs
widely with his folk group, Kindling, with whom he has made several recordings. Visil
www shmp.com o see the complete scores of additional pieces by Shawn Kirchner.
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* Original text: “Come wash away this pwful stain. and let this place be clean.
e Amel bring the fairest fow’rs to meet the evil we have seen.”
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