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About the composer

Seth Howston (b, 1974}, is currently pursuing a DMA, degree in Choral Music a1 the
University of Southem California, where he studies with Moren Laoridsen, Jo-Michael
Scheibe, Mick Strimple, and Donald Brinegar. Houston also holds a MM, degree in Choral
Conducting from the University of Colorade and a B.Mus. in Composition from Chberlin
Conservalory of Music, Houston taught middle school and high school chair for cight years and

founded and directed the Vermont-based independent youth choir Big Sky,
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information on Houston's chosal activities, please visit www sethhouston com,
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About the and notes from the com r

Henry Wadswaorth Lomgfellow (1807-1882) was one of the foremost American poets of the mineteenth
century. Widely traveled in Europe, he commanded numercus languages and was an adept translator. His
best-known poems include “The Song of Hinwatha™ and “The Ride of Paul Revere,” from Tales of a
Wayside fnn. " Snow-Flakes™ was first published in his 1858 collection Birds of Passage.

Like many other nineteenth century poets, Longfellow used images of nature o explore states of mind, In
“Snow-Flakes,” spow serves as a metaphor for loss and berenvement. Houston's composition similarly
evokes various aspects of the experience of snow—mysterious, majestic, serene, thrlling, and
desolate — together with their mssociated emotional landscapes. The images that underlie the piece stem
from Houston's childhood winters in Wermant.
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